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Episode 40: Challenges and
Recommendations of Shami Goat Breeding
Author: Dr Manaf Aldakhil

The livestock sector in Syria has been severely affected by the war since
2011, which has led to the displacement of millions, the destruction of
infrastructure and agricultural services, a decrease in security and
stability, and an increase in poverty and migration. According to (FAO)
report in 2016, the number of goats in Syria decreased from 8.5 million
heads in 2010 to 3.8 million heads in 2015, a 55% decrease.

In particular, the Shami goat has faced numerous challenges and threats
that affected its sustainability and genetic diversity: environmental and
climatic changes, including rising temperatures and fluctuations in rainfall
patterns; conflicts, wars, displacement, and the establishment of camps,
which have affected natural grazing areas for Shami goats; crossbreeding
with other breeds, weakening the unique characteristics of the Shami goat
and reducing its adaptability; lack of resources, expertise, and veterinary
services, poverty and decreased financial capacity of breeders; disruption
of supply chains, especially exports to Arab Gulf countries.

This episode presents some suggestions and recommendations to alleviate
the burden on Shami goat breeders and preserve what remains of this
breed, including: identifying and classifying local and regional Shami goat
breeds; conducting studies and research to develop breeding and
conservation methods; enhancing breeders' capacity to manage their
herds effectively and improve their income; increasing awareness and
providing guidance on the importance of the Shami goat breed and its role
in sustainable development; establishing associations for Shami goat
breeders in the region to facilitate the provision of services, product
manufacturing, and marketing; designing programs and projects to
support breeders, especially with feed, vaccines, and urgent veterinary
services.
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