7. AGRICULTURAL .-
J/\\ DEVELOPMENT CENTRE /+/\;

Azaz Northwest Syria

Innovation and Sustainability for Syrian Farmers

The Agricultural Development Centre in Azaz (Northwest Syria) is a facility
dedicated to cultivating new plant varieties, testing advanced irrigation, cultivation
techniques, and agrochemicals, and providing capacity building to support
sustainable farming. The Centre also offers the latest updates on agricultural
innovations, practices, and technologies.

Since 2021, the University of Sussex, the NGO Syrian Academic Ms Kate Robertson
Expertise (SAE) and the Council for At-Risk Academics (Cara) have Cara Middle East Adviser, specifies:

collaborated on numerous projects focused on knowledge exchange. ) ) ) o o
. . . . . At a time when the international community is turning its back on
These projects use innovative media to promote sustainable o o ) )
agriculture, including the Agricultural Voices Syria podcast and t./ze b mtfacted erisis in Syria; 1t is truly /l.ean‘emng fo se€ /ML?) this
. . . - . innovative knowledge-transfer collaboration, led by University of
video series, capacity building activities, and two well-attended ) : ) i
. . . . Sussex academics and Syrian counterparts and agriculturalists,
surveys with Syrian farmers in Northwest Syria. ) o o o
continues to evolve, providing training to support livelihoods and

The inauguration of the Agricultural Development Centre in Azaz respond to well-documented levels of food insecurity in Northwest
marks a significant step forward, initiating a new era dedicated to Syria. Cara is proud to have facilitated this important initiative and
enhanced extension services and training the next generation of hopes to see this latest development integrated as a cross-disciplinary
agronomists and agricultural experts. module into relevant curricula within the emerging Syrian higher

education sector in this still fragile area. Higher education continues
to be shamefully ignored by the international community, despite the
World Bank’s acknowledgement of its vital role in the development

of democratic, pluralist societies.

Dr Shaher Abdullateef

SAE Director says of Agricultural Development Centre:

The ongoing conflict in Syria since 2011 has led to a significant
decline in agricultural extension services and a lack of institutions
dedicated to research and capacity building for farmers and
agronomists. This gap has lefl farmers struggling with low yields and The Centre is equipped with a large greenhouse,
unsustainable practices. The Agricultural Development Centre (ADC) drip irrigation, and hydroponic systems.

is designed to address these needs, providing a unique space where . .
: o The following services are offered:
students, farmers, and agronomists can receie training, guidance, and

hands-on skill development to_foster more sustainable and advanced Soil health management for improved soil fertility and yields;
Jarming practices. The ADC is open to all agricultural practitioners,

. . . L o Integrated crop disease management;
including educational institutions and NGOs, and we eagerly invite

, Seedling production for local vegetable varieties;
collaborators to work together for a more sustainable future. Sl xe g ;

Testing of organic fertilizers and compost production;

In November and December 2024, the Centre will host a training Experimentation with hydroponic cultivation methods;

course titled Media for Sustainable Development. Sixty agronomists L

Trials of alternative crops;
and agricultural engineers will learn to use podcasting and video
. . . . . .. Targeted training for farmers and agricultural experts;
recording to deliver extension services to farmers, in addition to ¥

experimenting modern applications in protected agriculture and Field schools for farmers and students in agronomy.

hydroponic techniques at the centre.

Academics
&Experts

o ) ) UNIVERSITY
a lifeline to academics at risk OF SUSSEX

re Fund (UK Rese




d1jgu ¢ Jloud jljcl
Jjgull Jacyljall Jail dalaiwiig jlaisl

e 5101y B
N Ol Ly Loy A5

i dhﬁ\f\ﬁ}kgu}uww;f ATgyw: uf Jli -

b&\@ubj\m@‘}r

S W RESNESNWIPS RV [ L PRPRRCII: SV § P RCHN PO

oy laidly lylaadly LSV S ol ST S50 sl LS L dsluined) 1,51

JguLiHg) s Gapull
:angi gl ,jj.u."iul ddhinl Cara Gjluiwn

ol jb.g u..f‘\.a}) LA}M\UA uu)j.w u.écdjja.d\
‘\M\}- S UMNJK\ oJLJU 445}&«5\ J.a; @ M‘ A§JM~S\
Jo oo ) b el oapdl L Sl
o Ayd) S oV ol Slygtnd Bz Vly
:\.4,:@.«.5\ 5)3\..@}\ oda J.\.@_Mw Carafw'u g JLM

o ;J.>:5 A>end 45) g_,.:J\?J\ )jk-‘j\ RV ‘U)) st Jﬂbj

u.aﬁ:U\ J\.&S\ (....\:...S CUa_é P QLM\ 830 CA\MJ
v.vbd\ Jip Y Ls:\:u J\}N L5”3\ AAJG.MJ\ oda 69 ¢y gr &

UM jjjﬂ) ‘59 LS)"J\ e)j.b QJJJ\ J«M ;}‘J&\

PYERES Aﬁ]a\;a.u;

dpu9 dunan élising jaaa jayall gl
éuilall &cljill Gakhiig biaiill s) plhig
:aullill dloaill padug

S ouad) &) 55 s ) By 1) et 13

L3 2 o alalSCadt 3y05Y)

iloead) JLasd) BlsY (i )

(Spand) slondl 5] g By gand] Skens) L)

B dsh Gk Jo oyl

N P e

Pl £l )yl axmgall oyt

B My cnylyeld kioal) ol

c;,sJ\ ialais we (Sussex University) oSols dasl> =gl
dwe (Cara) el 4501, 5 el (SAE) &)1 w;\f\!\
REEN FORE S N dals e S5 snae ol EARAR ele
el b L a,:\.umj\ el ppad 850 pe] Plug GJW\ sdn
by deasly Olagadll ddus "iyew Lol Ol Sy
Jut 3 gl syl Logd Bl A SlanVly ol
85 Sglas il 3 Lell) el S0 il Jreyy D o8
I Y Sleas e L0 S s Al gl CL«‘Y\ S
coeb) eledly il o 23l el sy

(SAE) pan udthlll arc pali jgisall
:aech i duniill j9p0 Jga aigaa 4

g S C,,a.j\ Ll e u‘"‘))\ LY clas cugs
ij\ &_JLVMV)A.S\ u\.& ff \.z:-\j Yol r\; u.e
) il u*%r*” Sl elyy eod) e
gLl deolmadl arli o gl eslied) A a1
il dadl S penal o5 el 2 Al Ololes
8y dLos Py G L&:)L:-L";&-Y‘ oda dxdladd (ADC)
L;‘"‘l‘ u“ w‘))‘ wW‘) u*‘)r*”) UM‘ ugw
& cyebalal) C.Aad CL.» Sl ol M\Mb ))Ja.: ,S\ w\))
u\.«]a...d\ Loagdad) langadl cU3 & Lo u"ﬂj\ JBUJ\
Ja— bu Jordly galadl] 350 ) by WS cwj§>;5\
RUIRC jS\ Jedens

95 Sl iy (2024 I3 0P8y G s gt
W&M o ‘H‘u\w\ w\ J:-‘ (}kFY‘ d‘}nﬂ 4.\..4)4.:
i ) femdy S0l Shles ol ragr g
olighdl Je CB&Y\ S BLAYL (el sla) Y leas
Sl 3 L ey el Bl e S o)

Academics

US

UNIVERSITY
OF SUSSEX

cara

a lifeline to academics at risk

&Experts

L)Yy oA Sasned! Eendt ¢ Il Lol Dlod Fgkid S cpp £ eall 108 JeT o



